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Summer Festivals found our members staffing information and display tables on July 1, Sea Fair July 23-25, 
and Art in the Park Aug 20/21. We also opened two special days in June: Aboriginal Day; and the prawn fest June 11. 
Dianna Stoesz from Haney won άbŜǇǘǳƴŜΩs EyesέΣ ƻǳǊ 
raffle prize, which generated $1,700 for us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hans Maurer, Roberta Pearson, Dave Florence doing the  
draw; Right: Debra Bevaart the sculptor of the prize. 

 
Betty Wilson demonstrating cedar root carving at our 
display Aug 21. Thanks to Hans Maurer for use of his 
large tent and frequent staffing, and to all the members 
who staffed the info table and sold tickets on the raffle 
over the summer. 

 
 
 

 
Ron Hunter carved axes at several events 

 
Linda Florence at the July 1 display 

http://prforestrymuseum.org/
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Society  Contacts    
Vice President  Dave Florence  
Secretary  Peter Sansburn  
Treasurer  Rob Tanke 
Trail Contacts  Bill McKay, Rudi Van Zwaaij 
Miniature Railway   Dan Parsons 

Newsletter/Website  Dave Florence 
 
Make initial contact to any of these officers by email to 

info@prforestrymuseum.org 

 

 
 

 

Meetings The Society met monthly March ς 
November. Members attended various work parties over 
the past year. 
 

 Website http://prforestrymuseum.org  
Our website has additional detail and updates to this 
Newsletter. The best link to bookmark is  ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿέΦ 
 

 

Media Coverage   The Peak gave us 
some wonderful coverage in August. First, 
Andy Rice provided an update on the 
Forestry Museum in general then Kyle Wells 
provided a story on the Miniature Railway. 
Mike Lister on the pedal car (right). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Storage Move 
²Ŝ ǎŀƛŘ ƎƻƻŘōȅŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ .ƛƭƭ ¢ǳōŀΩǎ ǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜŘ 

many of the artefacts to a new location, a stall in 
Dan and Linda Parsons' barn. 
 We took the opportunity to downsize the storage 
inventory by donating many excess chainsaws and 
outboard motors to Lee Koleszar and Don Pillat on 
Texada who plan to add some to their historical 
collections, and will use other items for spare 
parts. Items in storage are available for sale, trade, 
or donation to other non-profit museums. 

 

mailto:info@prforestrymuseum.org
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Willingdon Beach Trail Updates    
Many thanks to Bill McKay , Richard Parker, Hans Mauer, Jerry Oszust and Rudi VanZwaaij for frequent appearances 
on trail maintenance tasks . 

 

Bucket on the Shovel Project:  Some welding is needed 
to complete the bucket restoration before mounting it on 
the steam shovel 

   

Memorial Bench:  
Hans Maurer and friends installed a memorial bench for 
Rita Vidal near the north end of the trail. 

 

Interpretive signs:  Richard Parker continued his never-
ending task of repairing or replacing Interpretive Signs 
ruined by vandals or faded from the sun  
 
We had a trail cleanup project on the trail in the spring 
that included a Chipper, and one in November to clear 
ditches for winter.

 

 

Forestry Museum Updates:   As usual, we opened daily June 28 to Aug 31, 12:30 ς 4:30. Many thanks to 
our two new attendants this summer: Sharon Taylor and Morgan Robinson. We also opened two special days in June: 
Aboriginal Day 21 June; and the Prawn Festival June 11. 

 
Betty Wilson ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜŘ ƻǳǊ άCƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
CƻǊŜǎǘέ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿƻǾŜƴ 
with cedar bark and roots, and a BBQ stick for 
cooking salmon. 

 

wǳŘƛ ±ŀƴ½ǿŀŀƛƧΩǎ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ ǊŀŎƪ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ нлмм 
was a 2-poster display of the Bloedel-Welch-
Stewart operation from Myrtle Rocks up through 
Paradise Valley and the Duck Lake area 

 
 

 

 

Cedar Maintenance:  Member Jerry Oszust continued his regular varnishing of our Grizzly Bear at the Ferry 
Terminal, the log sign outside the museum, and the 
entrance sign.  Thanks Jerry. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://prforestrymuseum.org/jalbumgallery/WillingdonBeachTrail/Trail-June23- 2010/slides/P6226508.html
http://prforestrymuseum.org/jalbumgallery/WillingdonBeachTrail/Trail-June23- 2010/slides/P6226424.html
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Miniature Railway Debut  
Our big story for the summer was the introduction of the Miniature Railway at Paradise Valley Exhibition Park. See 
the whole story on the website. 

 
Over 650 riders on day 1; over 300 on rainy day 2 

  

¢ǊŀŎƪ ǿŀǎ ŦŀōǊƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ 5ŀƴ tŀǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǎƘƻǇ 

  

 

Track was laid in several work parties during September 
 

 

Dan ran propane in the Steam locomotive instead of coal 
due to the rain Sunday 

 
 

   

.Ǌƛŀƴ /ǊƛƭƭȅΩǎ tƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ /ƘƭƻŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǎǎƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ 
Shay whetted appetites for building a Steam Loco

http://prforestrymuseum.org/jalbumgallery/Miniature Railway/TrackRails-Ties-Fabrication/slides/P1010123.html
http://prforestrymuseum.org/jalbumgallery/Miniature Railway/TrackRails-Ties-Fabrication/slides/P1010116-o.html
http://prforestrymuseum.org/jalbumgallery/Miniature Railway/Phase1Operations/FallFair2011-Sep24-25/slides/DSCN6906.html
http://prforestrymuseum.org/jalbumgallery/Miniature Railway/Phase1Operations/FallFair2011-Sep24-25/slides/DSCN6933.html
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Railway Developments 
This section for progress and plans of the miniature railway 

 
 
We are waiting to receive 
permission to proceed with track 
expansion at Paradise Valley 
Exhibition Park.   
 
High priority acquisitions are 
 (1) a pedal car so we can use the 
track with minimum investment.

 
(2) a loading and unloading facility 
so we can safely enjoy rolling stock 
brought to us by members and 
visitors.  
(3) an electric powered locomotive 
and some ride cars. 
 
To build a locomotive, we might 
start with powered axels and build a 
locomotive around it; ideally 
something that looked like a steam 
engine. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Building a Climax locomotive has a 
special challenge because the skew-
bevel gears are tricky 

 
IƳƳΧ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘǊȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ simpler.. 
 

Then a ride car such as this, perhaps 
sponsored by a service club 

 
And then a wheelchair car 

 
And later a log car 

 

http://discoverlivesteam.com/discoverforsale/forsale/1_dean/climax1.jpg
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Local interviews/stories / field trips 
This section for field trips, stories from interviews or research. Authors are welcome to submit items for this section. 
 
 

 
Our 2007 field trip to the Chippewa 
Bay steam donkey 
 

 
The field trip 2010 to the McLean 
Steam Sawmill and Alberni-Pacific 
Steam Railway. 
 
 

 
Our visit in 2006 to one  of  Nick 
IǳŘŜƳƪŀΩǎ ŎŀōƛƴǎΣ ŀ ǘǊŀǇǇƛƴƎ Ŏŀōƛƴ 
north of Powell Lake. 
 
 

 

 

History section   
Local writer and photographer Emma Larocque borrowed two photos from our archives and scanned them for her 
upcoming book. These photos in full size can be seen in the Forestry Museum displays done by Rudi Van Zwaaij. 
 

 
Oxen as they might have looked on 
skid roads such as near the trestle on 
the Willingdon Beach trail 

 
 

Right: the Spring Lake logging camp 
circa 1926 
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New Forms:  Potential Friends, members  and bronze to platinum sponsors are invited to complete the forms 
below. Copies can be printed from our website. 

 

Powell River Forestry Museum Society 

P.O. Box 186, Powell River BC, V8A 4Z6 

email: info@prforestrymuseum.org          web: prforestrymuseum.org 

 

An annual financial sponsorship program for the PRFMS at the $25 or more level 

Friends/Sponsors of the Powell River Forestry Museum Society for 2011  
      Ä Friend $25+       Ä Bronze $100+           Ä Silver $300 +        Ä Gold $1,000+          Ä Platinum $3000+ 
Please apply my donation in the following way:                                                 

Ä   Area of greatest need                                         Ä   Forestry Museum (collection-archives) 
Ä   Willingdon Beach Trail                                         Ä   Miniature Railway 

Ä  Issue me a charitable tax receipt   Ä  Contact me next year to consider continuing as a Friend or Sponsor  
Ä  Anonymous donation.  Do not ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ άCǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ 
Name: 
 

Mailing Address: with postal code 
 

Phone: 
 

Email address: 
 

Date:  
 

Signature: 

  

Date: ________Donation Amount: ______ Ä  Paid by cheque.  Ä  Paid by cash.  PRFMS use: Receipt # ____ 

 

Membership Application 
Voting privileges and member card issued at meeting following attendance at two meetings or work parties. 
Must apply again if no attendance for a year. No annual dues. Update information to info@prforestrymuseum.org 

 
Include me on emails or phone list for work parties, updates, meeting notices for these areas: 

Ä  All areas            or specifically                            Ä   Forestry Museum Collection/Archives 

                                    Ä   Willingdon Beach Trail  Ä   Miniature Railway (can change specific areas anytime) 

Name: 
 
 

Mailing Address: with postal code 
 

Phone: 
 
 

Email address: 
 

Date:  
 

Signature: 

!ǊŜŀǎ LΩƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ (circle): trail/track labour, carpentry, metal work, meeting planning, photography,  
computer/administration, information table staffing/ticket selling, Other__________ 

 

mailto:info@prforestrymuseum.org
mailto:info@prforestrymuseum.org
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Friends and Sponsors for 2011 
Thank you, Friends and Sponsors.  Donations of cash or in-kind materials are always welcome. Please contact us if you 
would like to be a contributor.Tax receipts available. Contributors are acknowledged in this newsletter, on our 
website, in the Forestry Museum Sponsor display, and on posters at our Beach Displays and Railway operating days. 
 
 

Platinum level - $3000+  

Our Patron of the year for 
2011 is Gerri Parsons, who 

generously donated $5,000 for 
the Miniature Railway during 
its debut at the Fall Fair, Sep 
24/25, 2011. 
Gerri is an enthusiastic 
supporter and advocate of the 
Forestry Museum Society, 
continuing the fine work she 

and her late husband Charlie did for us in getting the old 
Bath-house as our Forestry Museum and putting 
artefacts along the Willingdon Beach Trail beginning in 
the 1980s, and all activities ever since.   

Gerri contributes much to our mission: the education, 
preservation and public awareness of the colourful forest 
history of the Powell River area. 
 

Gold level - $1000+   

3-Leaf Contracting A long-
time supporter of the Forestry Museum 
Society, Mark Hassett of 3-Leaf provided 
a cheque for $1,000 for our general 

operations, plus all the gravel we needed for Phase 1 of 
 the miniature Railway. 
 
 

WFP and its 
predecessors have 
been our longest 

continuous supporters. For 2011 we received a $1,000 
cheque for general operations, plus some office 
materials. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Silver level - $300+   
Tilt Contracting 
City Transfer  
Shaun Gloslee Excavating 
Debra Bevaart, Tug Ghum Gallery  
Adams Concrete 
Quality Parts 
 

Bronze level - $100+   

Rob Stewart Systems Inc 
The Peak  
  
Friend level - Corporate -$25+   
Lordco;        Valley Lumber;  Scott Palm Signs 
  
Friend level -  individual - $25+   
Dave and Linda Florence;  
2 Lens and Quill Designs, (Emma Larocque) 
Harry Zroback 
  

Silver-level Sponsor needed to print  
50 copies of the newsletter  

for distribution to key sponsors and members 

 (Sponsor LOGO INCLUDED) 


